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Olmert indicates Israel has nuclear
capability
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In a move unprecedented by any Israeli leader, Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert on Monday suggested that Israel
possessed nuclear weapons capability when he named
Israel in a list of nuclear nations.

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. Has he made a blunder with his
admission of Israel's nuclear capability?
Photo: AP

Advertisement
In an interview with the German television network SAT

1,, Olmert was asked about the statement by newly-
appointed US Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
regarding Israel's nuclear capability.

The prime minister became enraged when he was asked
if the fact that Israel possessed nuclear power weakened
the West's position against Iran.

"Israel is a democracy and does not threaten anyone,"
Olmert exclaimed. The only thing we have tried to do is to
live without [threats of] terror, but we have never
threatened anyone with annihilation. Iran explicitly, openly
and publicly threatens to wipe Israel off the map."

"Can you say that this is the same level, when they [Iran]
are aspiring to have nuclear weapons, like America,
France, Israel and Russia [JPost italics]?" he said, adding
that these were "civilized nations" who did not threaten
the world's foundations with nuclear destruction.

Olmert's statements drew fire from politicians across the
political spectrum. MK Yuval Steinitz responded to
Olmert's statement by calling for the prime minister to
resign, while Meretz-Yahad chairman Yossi Beilin called
the prime minister's remarks "irresponsible to the point of
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recklessness."

The Prime Minister's Office denied on Monday evening
that Olmert's statement was an official acknowledgement
that Israel possessed nuclear weapons.

Israel has constrained itself for decades by insisting on a
policy of 'amimut,' nuclear ambiguity or opacity, never
admitting to its real capabilities, necessitating local
journalists to add the line 'according to foreign sources'
every time they report on Israel's alleged nuclear
weapons.

Olmert called on Germany to cut its ties with Teheran. "It
could be that you have economic interests, it could be that
you have business interests, but you have a deep moral
duty to yourselves, to history and to your future.”

Last week, incoming US Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates, when asked by the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee why Iran seeks nuclear weapons, replied,
They seek "a deterrent against nuclear nations around
them - Pakistan from the East, Russia from the North,
Israel from the West and us in the Persian Gulf."

Anshel Pfeffer contributed to this report
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17. Hmmmmmmmmmmm
DUD - (12/11/2006 22:07)

16. #7, we already knew
Yoni - USA (12/11/2006 21:48)

15. the nuclear scenerio is is the air
daeved - nz (12/11/2006 21:44)

14. Is that all he said?
JB - (12/11/2006 21:20)

13. Israel
Chaim Gorenstein - (12/11/2006 21:11)

12. Now olmert will find out that you can't tell just half a
story
Ron - Belgium (12/11/2006 21:09)

11. Unbelievable stupidity!
Len the davidide - USA (12/11/2006 21:05)

10. Strategically planned?... for what?
A.K. - (12/11/2006 21:00)

9. Did anyone feign surprise?
Frank Molnar - USA (12/11/2006 20:57)

8. Olmert's confession
S - (12/11/2006 20:55)

7. next he'll tell where the missiles are...
mike - usa (12/11/2006 20:57)

6. nuclear weapons
Marc - Canada (12/11/2006 20:54)

5. Nuclear Proliferation
EAS - USA (12/11/2006 20:48)

4. The guy is a moron like Khruschev
LK - USA (12/11/2006 20:47)
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3. OH! The BIG surprise!
David L. - (12/11/2006 20:46)

2. nuclear weapons
Marc - Canada (12/11/2006 20:45)

1. olmert confesses
garyhj - usa (12/11/2006 20:41)
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